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IV.  Conclusion 

 

 In tracing the development of medieval Biblical exegesis from 

Rashi onwards, one realizes that each exegete is standing on the 

shoulders of his predecessors, assimilating and synthesizing their 

works and advances as the foundation of his own contributions.
1
  

Medieval Jewish Biblical exegesis does not consist of a handful of 

exegetes who bear no relation to each other, but is rather an 

evolving process of interconnected exegetes whose commentaries are 

based on the works of their predecessors. 

 For this reason, large portions of any individual exegete's work 

can be traced back to earlier works.  And thus a major responsibility 

of one who wishes to understand the character of any particular 

commentary is to analyze its relationship to the commentaries which 

preceded it. 

 At first glance, Ramban appears not to fit the pattern of 

earlier exegetes.  His commentary appears to be almost a creation ex 

nihilo, a work almost completely independent of any prior exegesis or 

exegetical tradition.  In this study we took a three pronged approach 

to dispel this impression and discover the missing links between 

Ramban and his predecessors. 

 In the sections which discussed explicit citation, we 

                                                
1   The overwhelming majority of Rashi's exegesis is a synthesis of Rabbinical 

exegesis with the lexical and grammatical advances of Menahem b. Saruk and Dunash 

b. Labrat.  Ibn Ezra is heavily influenced by the works of Ibn Janah and R. Sa`adia 

(to say nothing of the likely influence of early Andalusian commentaries which are 

no longer extant).  Bekhor Shor makes ample use of the works of Rashi and Rashbam, 

and Radak draws heavily on the works of Ibn Janah, Ibn Ezra, R. Joseph Kimhi and 

possibly, Rashbam and Bekhor Shor.  Similarly, R. Abraham Maimonides makes much use 

of the exegesis of his father, grandfather, R. Sa`adia, R. Samuel b.Hofni and Ibn 

Ezra. 




























